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Consultation June 2026
Dear Halstead resident, 
This questionnaire seeks your views to help shape the Halstead Parish Priorities Statement.  This will guide future development so that it respects the character, heritage, and landscape of our parish. Your input is essential.  Please complete one questionnaire per person, not per household. Younger residents are welcome to contribute. Any personal data you provide, such as your email address, will be kept confidential and handled in accordance with UK GDPR.
	
It would be easier for us if you would please complete the questionnaire online via the website (www.halsteadparishcouncil.gov.uk), but you can deliver a completed paper version to the post box at The Parish Room, Church Road, Halstead, TN14 7HG.
Section 1 — Development and management of land
1.1 Which aspects of Halstead’s character are most important to you? (Select all that apply)                     ☐ Rural setting                                ☐ Historic buildings               ☐ Village layout and street pattern
☐ Green spaces and views       ☐ Community facilities         ☐ Peaceful environment                               ☐ Dark village                                  ☐ Transport links

1.2 Would you like more Public Rights of Way (footpaths) to join up the isolated areas to the village centre?						                                                         ☐  Yes        ☐  No
1.3 Do you believe that existing green views (e.g. farmland, Southdene green, the old Village Green in Church Road, the crossroads paddocks, etc) within the village and its approaches are important to maintain its rural character?                                 ☐ Yes            ☐ No
1.4 Do you believe the Green Belt is important to the Parish?                                     ☐ Yes            ☐ No
1.5 Do you believe that residents/businesses should be encouraged to maintain and, where applicable, to replace trees and hedgerows which contribute to our village landscape? 								                                  ☐ No opinion       ☐ Yes            ☐ No
1.6 Concerns about future development: (Select all that apply)
       ☐ Impact on village character       ☐ Traffic and parking           ☐ Infrastructure capacity
       ☐ Loss of green space                      ☐ Scale or density

1.7 What types of development do you feel are appropriate for Halstead? (Select all that apply)
       ☐ No further development                   ☐ Limited infill only              ☐ Small-scale housing
       ☐ Affordable housing                              ☐ Extensions to existing properties

Section 2 — Housing Development
2.1 Do you believe there is a need for more housing in Halstead?                              ☐ Yes         ☐ No
2.2   If yes – what kind of housing? (please select all that apply)
☐   Bungalow      ☐   Terrace       ☐    Semi-detached      ☐ Detached      ☐ Flats      ☐ No opinion
Section 3. Design
3.1 If yes to 2.2, please tick building materials that you think should be incorporated in new designs or extensions:
        ☐ Flint    ☐ Clapboard     ☐ Red Tiles       ☐ Red brick     ☐ Yellow brick     ☐ Matched to surroundings
   3.2  Do you agree that both new and refurbed properties should have natural hedging and some areas of garden that enhance the environment?                                                            ☐ Yes	   ☐ No	
3.3  Halstead is a dark village – no street lights – do you want it to stay that way?
                                            ☐ Yes	   ☐ No	
4. The Natural Environment
4.1 How often do you see wildlife in the village?
       ☐ Daily        ☐ Weekly        ☐   Monthly      ☐   rarely
4.3 Are you aware of plants & trees that are unique to an area of Ancient woodland and green areas?                                                                                                                                                     ☐ Yes         ☐ No
4.4 Could any community or public green spaces be improved in any areas? 
     If yes, please describe:						      ☐ No opinion         ☐ Yes  ☐ No  


Section 5. Jobs 
5.1 Which businesses in the village would you like to see reopened?
        ☐ Post Office                      ☐ Pub               ☐ Café             ☐ Doctor’s surgery             ☐ Anything else?         
5.2 Are there any new employment opportunities that you would like to see in the village?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 6 — Roads, Traffic and Infrastructure
6.1 Do you have concerns about traffic or parking? 
        									Traffic              ☐ Yes   ☐ No                                          
        									Parking           ☐ Yes           ☐ No
       If yes, please describe:
________________________________________________________________________________________

6.2 How many of the following do you, personally, own? 
☐   household cars/vans          ☐ caravan/motorhome         ☐ Motorbike/s
6.3 Do you believe that speeding is an issue in the village?		                     ☐  Yes          ☐  No
6.4 Do you believe that new developments must be designed to ensure that they do not add to any existing parking problems?
☐  Strongly agree        ☐  Agree            ☐ No opinion           ☐ Disagree            ☐ Strongly disagree
6.5 How important to you is a bus service?
☐  Essential            ☐  Important          ☐ Not important      ☐ Never use       ☐ Wouldn’t use

6.6 How important is a train station to you?
☐  Essential            ☐  Important          ☐ Not important      ☐ Never use       ☐ Wouldn’t use

6.7 Number in order of preference (1- 5) which station would you use? (1 being highest)
        ☐  Knockholt 	          ☐ Otford             ☐  Chelsfield 	         ☐  Orpington 	       ☐  Sevenoaks  				
6.8 Do you use a cycle for:
       ☐  Travelling to work/business 	          ☐   Leisure  	         ☐  None
 
6.9 How do you rate the following services? (From 1 poor, to 5 excellent)
        ☐  Electricity 	   ☐ Internet access           ☐  Mobile phone access	         ☐  Water/Sewage 	           

6.13 What are your recreational or sporting interests?
       ☐ Cycling          ☐ Walking       ☐ Horse riding     ☐ Bird watching     ☐ Football    ☐   Cricket 
       ☐    Netball    ☐    Pickle ball    ☐   Gym     ☐   Gardening

Section 7 — About You and some information about your household
7.1 Are you a resident of Halstead? 					  	          ☐ Yes  ☐ No



7.2 How old are you?   
        ☐ 0-5	         ☐ 6-17            ☐ 18-21	    ☐ 22-44	  ☐ 45-64	 ☐ 65+
       ☐   Prefer not to say
   7.3 How long have you lived in the village? 
       ☐ Less than 1 year      ☐ 1–5 years        ☐ 6–10 years       ☐ More than 10 years
7.4 When was your dwelling built?
        ☐  Pre-1900	        ☐ 1900-1950                ☐  1950-1990 	         ☐  Post-1990
7.5 Is your home?
       ☐ Private Rent                   ☐   Social Rent                      ☐ Home owner
7.6 Are you?
        ☐ Fulltime education    ☐ Employed    ☐ Self employed    ☐ Retired    ☐ Unwaged   ☐ Other
7.7 Where is your main place of work or study?
☐ At home    ☐ Elsewhere (village)    ☐ Under 10 miles    ☐ 10-30 miles    ☐ Over 30 miles                             ☐ Not applicable

7.8   Email communications
If you do not currently receive emails from Halstead Parish Council and would like to, then please give your email address below:           
________________________________________________________________________________________

	
Thank You
Your feedback will help ensure the Village Priorities Statement reflects the views and priorities of the community.


This questionnaire has been produced jointly between Halstead Parish Council
and Halstead Green Belt Future Group
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1                                   Consultation   June   2026   Dear   Halstead   resident,     This   questionnaire   seeks   your   views   to   help   shape   the   Halstead   Parish   Priorit ies   Statement .    This   will   guide   future   development   so   that   it   respects   the   character,   heritage,   and   landscape   of   our   parish.   Your   input   is   essential.    Please   complete   one   questionnaire   per   person ,   not   per   household.   Younger   residents   are   welcome   to   contribute.   Any   personal   data   you   provide,   such   as   your   email   address,   will   be   kept   confidential   and   handled   in   accordance   with   UK   GDPR.       It   would   be   easier   for   us   if   you   would   p lease   complete   the   questionnaire   online   via   the   website   ( www.halsteadparishcouncil.gov.uk ),   but   you   can   deliver   a   completed   paper   version   to   the   post   box   at   The   Parish   Room,   Church   Road,   Halstead ,   TN14   7HG .   Section   1   —   Development   and   management   of   land   1 .1   Which   aspects   of   Halstead ’ s   character   are   most   important   to   you?   (Select   all   that   apply)                       ☐   Rural   setting                                     ☐   Historic   buildings                   ☐   Village   layout   and   street   pattern   ☐   Green   spaces   and   views          ☐   Community   facilities           ☐   Peaceful   environment                                 ☐   Dark   village                                      ☐   Transport   links     1 . 2   Would   you   like   more   Public   Rights   of   Way   (footpaths)   to   join   up   the   isolated   areas   to   the   village   centre?                                                                      ☐    Yes           ☐    No   1 .3   Do   you   believe   that   existing   green   views   (e.g.   farmland,   Southdene   green,   the   old   V illage   G reen   in   C hurch   Road,   the   crossroads   pa d docks,   etc)   within   the   village   and   its   approach es   are   important   to   maintain   its   rural   character ?                                     ☐   Yes               ☐   No   1 . 4   Do   you   believe   the   Green   Belt   is   important   to   the   Parish ?                                        ☐   Yes               ☐   No   1 . 5   Do   you   believe   that   residents/businesses   should   be   encouraged   to   maintain   and ,   where   applicable ,   to   replace   trees   and   hedgerows   which   contribute   to   our   village   landscape ?                                                         ☐   No   opinion          ☐   Yes               ☐   No   1.6   Concerns   about   future   development:   (Select   all   that   apply)           ☐   Impact   on   village   character          ☐   Traffic   and   parking              ☐   Infrastructure   capacity           ☐   Loss   of   green   space                         ☐   Scale   or   density     1.7   What   types   of   development   do   you   feel   are   appropriate   for   Halstead?   (Select   all   that   apply)           ☐   No   further   development                       ☐   Limited   infill   only                  ☐   Small - scale   housing           ☐   Affordable   housing                                 ☐   Extensions   to   existing   properties    
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